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Plan for our time together this morning ☺

• Why are immunisations important

• Immunisation coverage, policy & covid-19 impact

• Future plans to improve coverage

• Immunisation schedules and special programmes

• Decision making for Whānau - equity & eliminating barriers

• Having kōrero/conversations - risk perception & engagement



Beginning an immunisation journey….

Image used with parental permission



• Personal protection

• Family/whānau & community benefits

• Global eradication of disease !!

• Reduces inequalities

• Prevention better than cure

Slide courtesy of Dr Felicity Dumble

Why I love vaccination…



Why do we vaccinate???

1. No treatment 
➢ Mumps, Measles, Pertussis, Rubella

2. Treatment can’t guarantee a good outcome
➢ Pneumococcal, Hib, Meningococcal

3. To prevent cancer
➢ HPV, Hep B

4. To prevent disease complications
➢ Chicken pox, Rotavirus, Influenza

Acknowledgment to Dr Jenny Royle NEST family clinic, Elsternwick Image source: https://www.rainbowpediatriccenter.com/vaccines/



Reproduction number (R0) and vaccination 
rate required for community immunity

Slide courtesy of



• Global travel – closed borders have 
limited exposure to circulating 
diseases.  With the reopening of 
borders and increase in global 
travel there has been a significant 
increase in vaccine preventable 
disease spread

• Lower immunisation rates

• Rapid spread in non-
immune/susceptible groups

• High morbidity (complications) and 
mortality

Why it matters that we vaccinate against VPD’s

Slide courtesy of



Immunisation coverage and policy &
Future plans to improve coverage in 
Aotearoa



“Only clean water and 
antibiotics have had an impact 

on childhood death and 
disease that is equal to that of 

vaccines” 

Slide courtesy of





Aotearoa Immunisation coverage history at 2 years 
of age from 1993-2021 in relation to policy 
changes

Source: IMAC immunisation coverage in Aotearoa New Zealand -  immune.org.nz



Making childhood immunisation a priority in 
Aotearoa New Zealand

• Childhood immunisation rates 
are now as low as they have ever 
been recorded.

• Policy statement is grounded in 
addressing equity and access 
challenges.

• Prioritisation matrix adopted 
nationally to address the long 
term inequities. 



Source: Priority Childhood Immunisation Policy Statement Aotearoa New Zealand December 2022



Aotearoa New Zealand priorities for 
Childhood immunisations… 

• Development of a digital immunisation platform for 
storage of vaccine information, data transparency, 
and reporting Aotearoa Immunisation Register (AIR) 

• Taskforce report released in December 2022 - Initial 
Priorities for the National Immunisation Programme 
in Aotearoa - 54 individual recommendations within 
10 key priority areas



Current immunisation target for Aotearoa

Source: https://www.tewhatuora.govt.nz/health-services-and-programmes/vaccine-information/immunisation-coverage 

https://www.tewhatuora.govt.nz/health-services-and-programmes/vaccine-information/immunisation-coverage


Aotearoa maternal pertussis vaccine coverage 
by ethnicity 2017 - 2021



Aotearoa immunisation coverage by ethnicity 
for pēpi aged 6 months old 2010 - 2022 

Source: IMAC immunisation coverage in Aotearoa New Zealand, November 2023 -  immune.org.nz



Aotearoa immunisation coverage by ethnicity 
for tamariki aged 2 years 2010 - 2022 

Source: IMAC immunisation coverage in Aotearoa New Zealand, November 2023 -  immune.org.nz



Globally did covid have an impact on 
childhood immunisation rates…sadly yes…

• 3,471 publications; 58 studies were 
included (2020-2022)

• 1/4 of studies showed routine 
childhood immunisation coverage 
declined and the range was from 10% 
to 38%, between 2019 to 2021

• Declines in the number of vaccine 
doses administered (25% to 51%)

• Timeliness of administration impacted 
(6.2% to 34%)

• Decreased availability of fixed and 
outreach services was also reported.



Did covid-19 have an impact on immunisation 
rates in Aotearoa New Zealand…

In short…yes sadly  covid-19 did have an 
impact on our immunisation rates…



Aotearoa Immunisation 
schedules and special 
programmes



Journey for pēpi starts in 
pregnancy

End of primary series ☺



Image used with parental permission



Image source: https://info.health.nz/immunisations/







Resources for special groups from IMAC
immune.org.nz 



Immunisation Handbook - Chapter 4



A brief word on immunisation considerations 
for other important groups… 

• Management of baby born to HBsAg positive person

• BCG vaccine - management for tuberculosis

• Management of Tetanus - prone wounds – flowchart via IMAC

• Catch up immunisations – resource via IMAC 



Remember to promote non-funded vaccines 
available for purchase

• See IHB tables in disease chapters for 
group where vaccines are 
recommended but not funded 

• For detail on occupations at greater 
risk of exposure to some VPDs, refer 
to IHB Chapter 4 Table 4.9 
Occupation-related vaccination.

Slide courtesy of



Decision making for Whānau, equity 
& eliminating barriers



Factors that influence vaccine uptake…

Source: IMAC immunisation coverage in Aotearoa New Zealand, November 2023 -  immune.org.nz



“Equity is the absence of avoidable or remediable differences 
amongst groups of people” 

Equality is treating everyone the same – it only works if 
everyone starts from the same place and need the same help

Image source: http://interactioninstitute.org/illustrating-equality-vs-equity/ 

http://interactioninstitute.org/illustrating-equality-vs-equity/


How can we break down barriers to immunisation?

Barriers

Location 

& Transport 

Timing & 
availability of 

services 

Financial 
barriers

Equity Issues 

Cultural 
appropriate 
services & 
resources 

Negative 
experiences at 

General 
Practice  

Fear & Anxiety

Whānau 
influence 



Having kōrero/conversations - 
risk perception & engagement



Slide courtesy of



Perceiving risk…

Image source: https://www.flickr.com/photos



Factor determining risk 
perception…sometimes 
it’s complicated



Health professionals are influential!

Source: Gust et al. Parents with doubts about vaccines: which vaccines and reasons why. Pediatrics. 2008 Oct;122(4):718-25.



Talking about immunisation

Consider there are many world views around 
wellbeing, and how you might approach 
whānau and other cultures on this topic.

• Whakarongo: acknowledge fears and 
concerns – connect as a parent/your own 
experiences

• Manaaki: respect and empathy rather 
than challenge their beliefs

• Aroha: consider discussing immunisation 
as a way to protect our whānau

Aroha
Love

Manaaki
Care and 
support

Whānau

Whakarongo
    Listen & acknowledge 

concerns 

Courtesy of Denise Tahuri: Niho Taniwha model

Slide courtesy of



Image source: https://www.flickr.com/photos



There is little point in having the best science in 
the world if we can’t communicate it effectively…

Image source: https://www.ismiledyou.com



Source: https://info.health.nz/immunisations 





Opportunistic immunisations for everyone… 
Working together towards tomorrow ☺

✓ Seize the opportunity to check immunisation history, have kōrero 
and offer relevant vaccines to your patient/client...everyday 

✓ Health NZ Te Whatu Ora Waikato is vaccinating in secondary care in 
many clinical areas – what is happening in your sites and services?

Why opportunistic?  

Every child/person immunised helps increase our coverage 
and helps to protect our population ☺





Olly at the end of his vaccination journey…for now 



Thank you for this opportunity today ☺
Any pātai?



Resources & where to get more information

• Parent/whānau friendly ☺ -https://info.health.nz/immunisations/

• Resources via drop box – see immunisation pānui for links 
https://www.tewhatuora.govt.nz/health-services-and-
programmes/vaccine-information/immunisation-update-panui/ 

• IHB link - https://www.tewhatuora.govt.nz/for-health-
professionals/clinical-guidance/immunisation-handbook/ 

• Te Whatu Ora website - https://www.tewhatuora.govt.nz/health-
services-and-programmes/vaccine-information/ 

• Immunisation Advisory Centre – https://www.immune.org.nz/ 

https://info.health.nz/immunisations/
https://www.tewhatuora.govt.nz/health-services-and-programmes/vaccine-information/immunisation-update-panui/
https://www.tewhatuora.govt.nz/health-services-and-programmes/vaccine-information/immunisation-update-panui/
https://www.tewhatuora.govt.nz/for-health-professionals/clinical-guidance/immunisation-handbook/
https://www.tewhatuora.govt.nz/for-health-professionals/clinical-guidance/immunisation-handbook/
https://www.tewhatuora.govt.nz/health-services-and-programmes/vaccine-information/
https://www.tewhatuora.govt.nz/health-services-and-programmes/vaccine-information/
https://www.immune.org.nz/


Remember when I said I love vaccination…
Imagine a world where cervical cancer is 
eliminated as a public health problem!

Source: WHO – Global strategy to accelerate the elimination of cervical cancer as a public health problem
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